Amendment 

Serial No.09/1 96,574 



Docket No. PHA23,540A 



REMARKS 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of all grounds of rejection, and allowance of the 
pending claims are respectfully requested in light of the above amendments and the 
following remarks. Claims 1-16, as shown above, remain pending herein. 

Claims 1-14 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. Applicants 
have amended the reference to the 8 X 8 DCT blocks and have overcome this ground of 
rejection. R econsideration and w ithdrawal o f this ground o f rejection are respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 1-16 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Stenger of record (DE 
3608489 Al) in view of Katata et al. of record (U.S. 5,815,601, hereafter "Katata"), 
WoodfiU et al. of record (U.S. 6,215,898 hereafter "WoodfiU") and Chun et al. 
(U.S. 6,038,258, hereafter "Chun"). Applicants respectfully traverse this ground of 
rejection. 

In particular, Applicants previously amended the claims to recite that the contour 
of a participant whose image is at least part of the stereo pair of images is not represented 
by a precise number of pixels but rather the contour is defined by the 8 X 8 DCT blocks. 

It is alleged in the Office Action that the combination of references suggests the 
claimed invention in part because although Stenger, Katata and WoodfiU are admittedly 
silent regarding contour DCT block coding, the claimed recitation in step (d) would be 
regarded as obvious in view of Katata's disclosure of a dynamic selected area provided by 
the particular position, shape, and/or f acial image data coding within the area position 
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and shape encoding section. Chun is then cited to provide further proof in combination 
with the other references. 

AppHcants respectfully disagree that the disclosure that in Katata (col. 4, line 45 
to col. 5, line 20), in combination with the other references discloses or suggests that at 
least part of the stereo pair of images is not represented by a precise number of pixels. In 
fact, a person of ordinary skill in the art, would glean from the combination of references 
that in fact the contour is made of a precise number of pixels . As each block in Katata 
comprises a plurality of pixels, there is nothing gleaned from the combination of 
reference regarding the precision of the representation of the contour. In Katata, the 
pixels within a block can have various states. 

Moreover, when Chun is added to the combination of references, there is still no 
disclosure, suggestion, or motivation provided by the combination of references that 
would obviate of the instant claims. Chun teaches that the pixels within a block can have 
different values, meaning that when one takes the contour of an object, the precise 
number of pixels are used. Thus, the combination of the cited references still fails to 
disclose, suggest, or motivate the artisan such that any of the instant claims would have 
been obvious at the time of invention. 

Reconsideration and allowance of this ground of rejection are respectfully 
requested. 
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For all the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted that all the present 
claims are patentable in view of the cited references. A Notice of Allowance is 
respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 2/19/2004 



Dan Piotrowski 
Registration Nq^2,079 




By: Steved^a 

Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 44,069 



Mail all correspondence to: 

Dan Piotrowski, Registration No. 42,079 
US PHILIPS CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 3001 

Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510-8001 
Phone: (914) 333-9624 
Fax: (914) 332-0615 



Certificate of Mailing Under 37 CFR 1.8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to MAIL STOP NON-FEE 
AMENDMENTS, COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, P.O. BOX 1450, ALp^NDRIA, 
VA. 223 1 3 on February 1 9, 2004, 

Steve Cha. Reg. No. 44,069 

(Name of Registered Rep.) (Sig^^fere and Date) 



12 



